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PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 



TO THE COMMISSIONER OF PATENTS AND TRADEMARKS 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

SIR: 

Please amend the subject patent application as follows: 



IN THE SPECIFICATION 



On page \, delete Lines 5-13 and insert the following: 



— CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATIONS 



This application is a continuation of prior U.S. 
Application Serial No. 10/077,134 filed February 15, 2002, 
soon to issue as a U.S. Patent, which is a continuation of 
U.S. Application Serial No. 09/434,685 filed on November 5, 



1 



1999, which issued on June 25, 2002 as U.S. Patent No. 
6,410,524, which application claims priority from U.S. 
provisional patent application Ser. No. 60/107,398 filed on 
November 6, 1998; U.S. provisional patent application Ser. No. 
60/122,977 filed on March 5, 1998; and U.S. provisional patent 
application Ser. No. 60/122,978 filed on March 5, 1998. Each 
of these priority applications is specifically incorporated 
herein by reference. 

The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge 
Deposit Account No. 19-1025 any amounts to cover fees for 
filing this Preliminary Amendment, or any fees for extensions 
of time, together with any fees under 37 CFR 1.16 and 1.17 
that may be required during the entire pendency of this 
application. 
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Respectfully submitted. 
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